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Documentation conversion and 
how to use the documentation

Project that created PSs and MGDs

Note: this portion of the presentation was presented live by Melanie Polutta. 
The rest of the slides cover the portion by Robert L. Maxwell



Using the Toolkit and Metadata Guidance 
Documentation to record relationships
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Relationships in original RDA
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Relationships in official RDA
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Relationships in official RDA
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Relationships in official RDA
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Relationship labels in PCC practice
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• Agencies, such as PCC, are free to make 
policies about the labels used to identify 
relationships in public displays.

• PCC has made the decision to use “user-
friendly” labels.

• These labels are found in the Metadata 
Guidance Documentation:

https://www.loc.gov/aba/rda/mgd/



Metadata Guidance Documentation
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Metadata Guidance Documentation
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PCC Relationship Labels
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PCC Relationship Labels
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PCC Relationship Labels
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245 00 $a The early Greek alphabets : $b 
origin, diffusion, uses / $c edited by 
Robert Parker and Philippa M. 
Steele.

…
700 1# $a Parker, Robert, $d 1950- $e 

aggregator.



Relationships in official RDA
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PCC Relationship Labels
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PCC Relationship Labels
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245 00 $a The early Greek alphabets : $b 
origin, diffusion, uses / $c edited by 
Robert Parker and Philippa M. 
Steele.

…
700 12 $a Part: $a Wachter, Rudolf, $d

1954- $t Genesis of the local 
alphabets of archaic Greece.



Relationships in official RDA
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Metadata Guidance Documentation
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Metadata Guidance Documentation
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Relationships in official RDA
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Information from dust jacket



Metadata guidance documentation
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1. Discover that there is a relationship 

between an agent and another agent 

that you want  to record. An agent is a 
person, family, or corporate body



Metadata guidance documentation
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2. “Relationship” is defined in RDA as 

“a specific association between two 

entities.” RDA relationships can be 

quite specific. Generally, choose the 

most specific relationship element 

available to describe the relationship 
between the two agent entities. See

below, “Finding relationship elements.”



Metadata guidance documentation
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3. Find the name authority record (NAR) 
for each agent. 

a. If an agent has not been established in an NAR 
it must first be established before relationship 
links can be recorded.
b. Establishment of one or both NARs can be 
performed at the same time as relationship links 
are recorded.

NARs:

100 1# $a Parker, Robert, $d 1950-

110 2# $a University of Oxford



Metadata guidance documentation
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4. Record the authorized access point for 
a related agent in a 5XX field exactly as 
found in its own NAR. See below, 
“Understanding the relationship between 
RDA and MARC authority records,” where 
it is noted that the agent recorded in the 
5XX field of the NAR is the “range” of the 
element and the agent recorded in the 
1XX field is the “domain” of the element.



Metadata guidance documentation
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100 1# $a Parker, Robert, $d 1950-

…

510 2#  … $a University of Oxford



Metadata guidance documentation
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5. Determine the appropriate relationship 
label to use to identify the relationship. 
See MG: Relationship labels. Record the 
label before the authorized access point in 
the MARC 5XX field, preceded by subfield 
$w r and subfield $i. Capitalize the first 
word in the label and follow by a colon. 
Precede the authorized access point by 
subfield $a.



Relationships in official RDA
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PCC relationship labels
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Metadata guidance documentation
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100 1# $a Parker, Robert, $d 1950-
…
510 2# $w r $i Employer: $a University 

of Oxford

5. ... Record the label before the authorized 

access point in the MARC 5XX field, 

preceded by subfield $w r and subfield $i. 

Capitalize the first word in the label and 

follow by a colon. Precede the authorized 

access point by subfield $a.



MGD: Inverse relationships
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100 1# $a Parker, Robert, $d 1950-
…
510 2# $w r $i Employer: $a University 

of Oxford

110 2# $a University of Oxford
…
500 1$ $w r $i Employee: $a Parker, 

Robert, $d 1950-



Questions?
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Facsimiles of portions of the 
book used in the demonstration
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dust jacket
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dust jacket
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series title page
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title page
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title page verso
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contents
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last numbered page
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